Having spent 11 years of my life being conditioned in classrooms to accept that success is financial stability, and happiness is to live in the lap of
luxury, having been taken in by the advertising slogans and jargon, “for everything else there’s MasterCard”, what else was I to do? Of course I
was going to end up with a mortgage! Of course I was going to go on and buy things on credit cards, because I am a man of the 21st century, I
am a product of my time.
It’s not a conscious decision I take or a willful agreement I make, I just happen to do it, because like everyone else I need a home for my family.
Then I recite the verses of the Qur’an and the warnings could not be any more clear, “O those of you who believe! Be conscious of Allah and
leave that which remains of usury (interest) if indeed you are believers. If you are unable to do so then prepare yourselves for warfare against
Allah and His Messenger”. This tears me up inside; I can almost see the flames before me. Then my insecurities shine though, is it so bad that I
pay interest? Surely it couldn’t be that bad! How different is interest from profits gained in a business transaction? “They say usurious transactions
are like profit, and Allah has made the profits lawful and usury unlawful”. Am I then to resign to an eventual doom, because of my poorly considered transaction, one where I have sold my faith in pursuit of keeping up with the “Jones’”?
This dilemma is an issue familiar to many living in the west, the story of every other household. Though this is the view with which we should primarily see mortgages; ‘the unlawful )  (حرامtransaction’, scholars in the UK addressed this issue in the 1970’s who all concluded that a رخصة
(Leniency) was in order for the people on account of living as Muslims under a non-Muslim government where the house prices are far beyond
the reach of any average income. But that said, the scholars have clearly stated that is a Rukhṣa, which means that it is only available under
certain conditions. The first of these is that Rukhṣas are only ever applicable when no other practical and plausible alternative exists, so if you are
simply upgrading from a two bedroom house to a five bedroom mansion whilst the former was sufficient then this Rukhṣa is not for you. If you can
fund the purchase of a house through Halal means, from extended family and friends rather than rely on interest based mortgage then this
Rukhṣa is not for you. If a lawful (Islamic banking) alternative should become available then this Rukhṣa is not for you. If you already own one
property and for security you wish to purchase a second and third home then this Rukhṣa is not for you.
In this country it feels ok taking this Rukhṣa and exploiting it, people even get rich engaging in it, but the pleasantness and sweetness of these
riches are to be left behind, when you eventually leave this world empty handed just as you had entered it, you take with you your sincerity and
acts. Imagine having to face your Lord when lips are sealed and tongues are silenced, when the limbs speak out, and every limb screams that it
was involved in the unlawful, that it was fuelled by the unlawful. A time when the once beautiful buildings that were a sourc e of pride become the
living nightmare.
The reality if it could be seen is described in a hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari, from Samura ibn Jundub, where narrating a long tradition
regarding a dream the Prophet, (peace be upon him) said, “We reached a river - the narrator said, "I thought he said that the river was as red as
blood''- and found that a man was swimming in the river, and on its bank there was another man standing with a large collection of stones next
to him. The man in the river would swim, then come to the man who had collected the stones and open his mouth, and the other man would
throw a stone in his mouth” the Companions sought an explanation for this narration, the Prophet (peace be upon him) simply s aid, ‘the one who
consumed Ribā (interest). The severity of interest based transactions is expressed unequivocally when the Prophet said, “Ribā is seventy types,
the least of which is equal to incest” (Ibn Mājah). The perils of such a transaction are before you, now you need to ask yourself really honestly,
carefully thinking through with a clear state of mind and heart, how many mortgages and credit card agreements you really need in order to
survive in this world on a day to day basis? You are on a journey, the journey is back to Allah via the fire or via the garden. The choice is yours.

